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RURAL 

GOOLE 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Chairman  : 

Councillor  H.  DOWDALL,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  : Councillor  H.  S.  WOOD,  J.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

S.  KENNAUGH  APPLETON,  M.D,  Ch.B,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

R.  PLEWES,  M.Inst.M.E.,  A.R.S.I. 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  GOOLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1949. 

No  untoward  influences  were  noted  during  the  year,  but 
the  Birth  Rate  fell  and  the  Death  Rate  rose  in  comparison 
with  1948.  The  Birth  Rate  was  15  6,  showing  a further  decline 
from  the  post-war  peak.  This  figure  is  roughly  the  same 
as  the  average  for  the  immediate  pre-war  years. 

The  Rate  for  the  West  Riding  Rural  Districts  was  18  4, 
and  for  England  and  Wales  16  7. 

The  Death  Rate  of  12  5 looks  high  in  comparison  with 
the  exceptionally  low  figure  for  1948.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  of  114  deaths,  60  were  of  persons  between  the  ages 
of<  70  and  89,  and  6 of  persons  90  years  of  age  or  over. 

As  would  be  expected,  the  causes  of  death  showing  an 
increase  are  those  associated  with  the  aged. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea,  maternal 
causes  or  the  principal  zymotic  (infectious)  diseases. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  very 
low,  only  40  cases  being  notified,  of  which  19  were  whooping 
cough.  No  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred,  and  for  the  sixth 
year  the  District  was  free  from  diphtheria. 


It  is  estimated  from  the  available  records  that  at  least 
57%  of  the  child  population  has  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria  and  the  figure  may  well  be  higher  ; in  fact,  the 
freedom  from  diphtheria  indicates  this.  It  is  most  important, 
however,  that  children  immunised  four  or  more  years  ago 
should  receive  a refresher  injection  to'  keep  the  protection 
active. 

The  summer  of  1949  experienced  a long  period  of  drought 
and  many  of  the  outlying  farms,  which  depend  precariously 
on  shallow  wells  and  rain-water  tanks,  were  in  serious 
difficulty.  The  scheme  for  a piped  water  supply  to  part  of 
the  Marshland  area  will  relieve  56  premises  of  this  unhygienic 
defect,  and  I trust  that  final  approval  will  be  secured  before 
long. 
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The  M.  and  C.W.  services  at  Swinefieet  have  remained 
in  abeyance  through  lack  of  accommodation.  However,  the 
W.R.C.C.  has  purchased  Prospect  House  for  this  purpose,  and 
it  is  hoped  eventually  to  have  a good  clinic  opened  for  that 
area  of  the  District. 

I regret  that  I cannot  yet  compliment  you  on  the  fore- 
sight of  setting  aside  a house  in  the  Marshland  area  for 
occupation  by  a Home  Nurse.  A nurse  has  been  operating 
in  the  area,  but  without  the  early  prospect  of  a house  the 
arrangement  can  be  only  temporary.  Good  nurses  are  in 
short  supply,  and  rural  districts  are  not  popular.  The  only 
way  to  establish  the  Home  Nursing  Service  in  rural  areas 
is  to  have  good  permanent  accommodation  available. 

I thank  the  Members  and  Officials  of  the  Council  for 
their  assistance  and  consideration  during  1949. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  KENNAUGH  APPLETON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1950. 


1949 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  38,238  acres. 

Population  (mid-1949)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,090 

Nimber  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,783 

Rateable  Value  (1-4-49)  £34,226 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (1948-49)  ..  ...  £132/5/8 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


GOOLE 

Aggregate 

West 

England 

BIRTH  RATE 

R.D. 

West 

Riding 

R.  Ds. 

Riding 

Admin. 

County 

& Wales 
(provis- 
ional) 

(per  1,000  population) 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATES 

15.6 

18.4 

17.2 

16.7 

(per  1,000  population) 

All  causes 

12.5 

10.8 

12.1 

11.7 

Zymotic  Diseases  (principal) 

0 

0.09 

0.08 

— 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuber- 

0.83 

0.31 

0.32 

0.40 

culosis 

Respiratory  Diseases  (ex- 
cluding Respiratory 

0.11 

0.06 

0.05 

0.05 

Tuberculosis) 

1.98 

1.31 

1.44 

— 

Cancer 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

1.76 

1.61 

1.81 

1.87 

Diseases 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

3.96 

3.70 

4.19 

(Deaths  under  one  year  per 

1,000  live  births)  ... 

INFANT  DIARRHCEA 

49 

42 

38 

32 

(Deaths  under  two  years  of 

age  per  1,000  live  births) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  mothers  in  child- 
birth per  1,000  total  births 

0 

3.95 

3.27 

3.0 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0.13 

0.15 

0.22 

Other  Causes  ... 

0 

0.90 

0.68 

0.76 

Total 

0 

1.03 

0.83 

0.98 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  FIGURES 

BIRTH  RATE 


Average 

for 

1930-1934  .. 

. 18.3 

1946  .. 

. 19.5 

? 5 

99 

1935-1939  .. 

..  15.1 

1947  .. 

. 20.9 

) 5 

99 

1940-1944  . 

..  16.1 

1948  . 

..  17.0 

? 9 

99 

1945-1949  ., 

..  19.0 

1949  . 

..  15.6 

CRUDE  DEATH  RATE 

Average 

for 

1930-1934  .. 

. 11.5 

1946  .. 

. 11.7 

9 9 

99 

1935-1939  .. 

. 11.5 

1947  .. 

. 12.8 

99 

99 

1940-1944  .. 

. 11.3 

1948  .. 

. 9.1 

99 

99 

1945-1949  .. 

. 11.6 

1949  .. 

. 12.5 
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PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Average  for 


3?  99 


1930-1934  ...  0.34 
1935-1939  ...  0.27 
1940-1944  ...  0.42 
1945-1949  ...  0.25 


1946  ...  0,47 

1947  ...  0.23 

1948  ...  0.22 

1949  ...  0.33 


NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 


Average  for 

9 9 9 9 

9 9 9 9 


1930-1934  ...  0.09 
1935-1939  ...  0.16 
1940-1944  ...  0.09 
1945-1949  ...  0.12 


1946  ...  0.24 

1947  ...  0.23 

1948  ...  0.00 

1949  ...  0.11 


RESPIRATORY  DEATH  RATE 

Average  for  1930-1934  ...  1.07 

„ „ 1935-1939  ...  0.55 

„ „ 1940-1944  ...  0.97 

„ „ 1945-1949  ...  1.02 


1946  ...  0.71 

1947  ...  1.28 

1948  ...  0.65 

1949  ...  1.98 


Average  for 

” 3j 

33  33 

33  33 


CANCER  DEATH  RATE 

1930-1934  ...  1.45 
1935-1939  ...  0.98 
1940-1944  ...  1.67 
1945-1949  ...  1.75 


1946  ...  1.42 

1947  ...  1.74 
1943  ...  1.41 
1949  ...  1.76 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE 
(Principal  Notifiable  Diseases) 
Average  for  1930-1934  ...  0.29 

„ „ 1935-1939  ...  0.20 

„ „ 1940-1944  ...  0.09 

„ „ 1945-1949  ...  0.07 


1946  ...  0.00 

1947  ...  0.12 

1948  ...  0.22 

1949  ...  0.00 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Average  for 

M 3} 

'3  33 

'3  3) 


1930-1934  ...62 
1935-1939  ..  66 
1940-1944  ...47 
1945-1949  ...42 


1946  ...42 

1947  ...61 

1948  ...32 

1949  ...49 


BIRTHS 

1949 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
Total 


Male.  Female.  Total. 
62  67  129 

9 4 13 

71  71  142 


STILLBIRTHS  : 


6 
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CAUSES  OF 

1949 


DEATH 


Influenza 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary) 
Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

Cancer 
Diabetes 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 
Heart  diseases 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  ... 

Other  digestive  causes 
Nephritis 
Premature  birth 
Cor.  genital  causes 
Violent  causes 
Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 
All  other  causes 


Male.  Female.  Total. 


2 

2 

1 

7 

1 

4 

14 

3 

6 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

6 


0 

1 

0 

9 

0 

8 

19 

0 

6 

3 

2 

0 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


3 


2 

3 

1 

16 

1 

12 

33 

3 

12 

4 
2 
1 
4 
4 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
9 


Total 


58  56  114 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  cases  during  1949 


Male.  Female.  Total 

Pulmonary  ... 

4 2 6 

Non-p  ulmon  ary 

2 0 2 

Total  cases  on  the  Register 

Pulmonary  ... 

19  21  40 

Non-pulmonary 

10  3 13 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Immunised  during  1949  : — Children  under  5 years  ...  69 

Children  over  5 years  ...  24 

93 

Refresher  Dose  ...  ...  52 

Total  145 


Total  number  of  children  under  15  years  of  age  who  have 
been  Immunised  up  to  31st  December,  1949  : — 


Age — Years 

0—1  1—2  2—3  3—4  4—5 

5—10  10—15 

Total. 

Number 

1 47  85  93  77 

410  465 

1,178 

Percentage 

38.67% 

69.77% 

57.35% 

GOOLE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1949 


Smallpox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fevers 

Relapsing  and  Continued 
Fevers 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ... 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Measles 

Primary  Pneumonia 
Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 
Dysentery 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Totals 
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HOUSING  1949, 


The  following  list  gives  details  of  the  number  of  Council 
Houses,  also  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses. 
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2 3 4 5 6 
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go 
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)—r  O 
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O 

-G  . 

> co 

£ 

- S 

G 3 
cd  P5 

•2  cj 
0/^ 
a tuo 

o Gh 

5 Si 
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Eastoft 

...  60 

Haldenby  ... 

...  90 

Fockerby 

...  70 

Adlingfleet 

...  150 

Ousefleet 

...  150 

Whitgif  t 

...  250 

Reedness 

...  450 

Swinefleet 

...  1,180 

Goole  Fields 

...  250 

Hook 

...  1,000 

Airmyn 

...  700 

Rawcliffe 

Rawcliffe  Bridge 

2,350 

East  Cowick 

1 

West  Co  wick 

f 1,830 

Snaith 

Gowdall 

...  180 

Pollington 

...  510 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 



__ 

z 

' 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

10 

4 

16 

— 

16 

15 

4 

83 

14 

97 

46 

12 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

22 

— 

22 

17 

4 

12 

4 

16 

12 

2 

60 

— 

60 

41 

14 

36 

12 

48 

20 

6 

21 

6 

27 

9 

5 

34 

— 

34 

22 

12 

40 

— 

40 

34 

19 

14 

6 

20 

10 

8 

25 

— 

25 

20 

13 

9,220  371  42  413  270  106 


Total  houses  in  whole  of  Goole  Rural  District  Council’s 
area — 2,783. 

Col.  5 includes  only  those  applicants  who  reside  in  the 
R.D.C.  area. 


Figures  in  Col.  6 are  also  included  in  Col.  5. 
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FUTURE  BUILDING  SCHEMES 

GOOLE  FIELDS. — One  acre  of  land  has  been  purchased  and 
eight  houses  will  be  built. 

RAWCLIFFE. — Preparations  are  in  hand  to  build  22  houses 
on  part  of  the  5 8 acre  site  already  purchased  in  Ridding 
Lane. 

SNAITH. — A five  acre  site  is  being  purchased  opposite  the 
Grammar  School,  and  as  a first  instalment  it  is  intended 
to  build  22  houses. 


OVERCROWDING 

During  the  year  75  Council  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  and  the  Council  were  enabled  to  relieve  35  cases 
of  overcrowding.  These  35  cases  consisted  of  a total  of  171 
persons.  Of  the  35  cases,  17  were  young  families  who  were 
living  with  parents  or  in  lodgings  and  had  never  had  the 
tenancy  of  a house  to  themselves.  The  oth^r  18  were  cases 
consisting  of  large  families  in  small  houses,  as  follows  : — 


1 

case 

...  10 

in  family 

2 

cases  ... 

...  8 

55 

5 

55  ... 

...  7 

55 

5 

55  ... 

...  6 

55 

5 

55  ... 

...  5 

55 

DIRTY  TENANTS 

It  is  found  that  the  great  majority  of  new  tenants  who 
move  from  old  houses — with  out-of-date  sanitary  conveniences, 
and  other  defects — to  Council  houses,  do  strive  and  succeed 
in  keeping  the  house  in  a clean  and  tidy  condition,  but  a 
very  small  proportion  cause  much  concern  owing  to  their 
inability  or  unwillingness  to  keep  the  house  clean  and  tidy. 
It  seems  inexplicable  that  a comparatively  young  able-bodied 
housewife  is  unable  or  unwilling  to  keep  her  house  reasonably 
clean.  As  none  of  the  menfolk  are  out  of  work,  the  reason 
cannot  be  inability  to  buy  cleaning  materials.  The  reason 
can  only  be  put  down  to  sheer  idleness.  The  Council  are 
deteimined  to  take  strong  measures  against  any  offenders  in 
the  future. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  without  a piped 
supply  of  water  continues  to  steadily  decrease.  This  number 
now  stands  at  150. 

The  Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  is  in  touch  with  the 
County  Consulting  Engineer  and  they  are  gradually  clearing 
up  certain  matters  which  were  in  dispute  in  connection  with 
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the  proposed  scheme  to  lay  a 6"  main  from  Old  Goole  to 
Swinefleet  (to  supplement  the  existing  3"  main),  and  smaller 
mains  from  Swinefleet  to  Swinefleet  and  Reedness  Common 
and  along  King’s  Causway  to  Eastoft  Station.  This  would 
provide  piped  water  to  the  56  farmhouses  and  cottages  in 
that  area.  The  6"  main  will  give  a much  better  pressure  to 
the  villages  from  Swinefleet  to  Fockerby. 

The  56  houses  mentioned  above  are  in  a desperate  plight 
for  water  for  household  purposes  and  it  is  necessary  for  the 
occupiers  to  convey  water  by  tank  wagon  from  Swinefleet. 

The  Council  are  hopeful  that  when  the  scheme  reaches 
the  Ministry  of  Health  it  will  receive  ready  approval. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  proposal  to  provide  efficient  sewage  schemes  to  the 
parishes  of  Airrnyn,  Hook  and  Snaith  and  Cowick  is  making 
rather  slow  progress. 


SCAVENGING 

Two  “ Karrier  Bantam  ” vehicles  and  six  men  are 
regularly  and  fully  employed  and  are  able  to  give  a satis- 
factory service  to  the  whole  of  the  parishes  in  the  District. 

The  out-of-date  privies  and  ashpits  are  gradually  being 
converted  to  pail  closets — or  to  water  closets,  where  there  is 
a sewer  into  which  to  drain. 

All  the  refuse  is  taken  to  the  five  tips  situated  at  Whitgift, 
Swinefleet,  Hook,  Rawcliff'e  and  Snaith,  and  here  great  efforts 
are  made  to  keep  the  tips  in  an  orderly  and  sanitary  condition. 
This  work  is  rather  hampered  by  unauthorised  persons  who 
persist  in  tipping  refuse  on  these  unfenced  tips. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  Offensive  Trades  carried  on  in  the  District. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  seven  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  District 
— Rawcliffe  3,  Snaith  2,  Swinefleet  2. 

All  slaughtering  continues  to  be  carried  out  at  Goole 
Borough  Abattoir. 


12 


